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conceit or criticism, is proved by its reception.
Railton was unanimously * passed,' and the only
comment he ever heard was that * from the oldest to
the youngest present he had given them something
they would not soon forget! '

From this time on he was again regarded by every-
body as a candidate for the ministry. He says :

* I was fully enjoying my enlarged opportunities
of  getting   to  know  men.     Middlesbrough   at   that
time was <{ booming " forward.   My uncle's business
extended   to   four  towns   and   demanded ^ often   the
dispatch of parties of workmen to more distant ones
also.   We had as many as one hundred and twenty
men.    The whole secretarial and accountant's work
of the business,  collecting of accounts,  payment of
those who drew their wages at Middlesbrough, draw-
ing up estimates, and carrying on of correspondence,
was my task.   I never heard of a complaint either as
to my way of doing it, or as to my manner in dealing
with any one, high or low, during the time of extremest
pressure, although we were so closely run financially
that the men could not always get their full pay at the
pay hour.'

He made the most of every opportunity, using his
spare time for God, and of these days one of his then
young comrades writes:

* There was plenty of work  to  be  done  in  Middles-
brough of a pioneering nature, so it was the right place
for Mr. Railton; for a time, anyway.

' Our Mission was also a good training ground; it
helped to prepare him for his future world-wide career.
We made him Secretary of our Mission Band Committee.
Our work was largely in the open-air, in parts of the town
where there were no places of worship. On Sundays we
had the use of a butcher's shop. The butcher was a kind
Methodist, and every Saturday night he cleared the shop
for us with the exception of the block which did duty for
a pulpit!

* Mr. Railton was a good preacher, well educated, with
a  fine   voice,   and   an   attractive   style.     He   was   also